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Hightower Signature Wealth Adds $2.5B in AUM*
Through Addition of Stearns Financial Group
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C HICAGO – August 4, 2026 – Hightower Advisors, a leading wealth management firm, today announced the addition of

Stearns Financial Group (SFG) to Hightower Signature Wealth (HTSW). This addition brings approximately $2.5 billion in

AUM* and 30 new team members to HTSW, further expanding its national footprint.

With locations in Greensboro and Chapel Hill, North Carolina, SFG has provided comprehensive financial planning since 1991. The

practice first partnered with Hightower in 2020 and, as part of HTSW, will gain access to expanded operational and investment

capabilities through a fully integrated model.

“SFG has been a valued part of the Hightower community for several years, making this a natural next step in our relationship,”

said Larry Restieri, Chief Executive Officer of Hightower. “We are proud to welcome the team to HTSW and help them build on the

trusted client relationships they have fostered for more than three decades.”

HTSW launched in October 2025 and combines personalized advice with centralized capabilities across investment management,

operations, technology, compliance, marketing, and client service. The model enables advisors to spend more time serving clients

while benefiting from the scale and resources of a larger organization. Year to date, HTSW has added nearly $30 billion in AUM*

through a combination of internal and external acquisitions.

“Since founding SFG more than 35 years ago, we have focused on helping clients navigate life’s biggest financial decisions with

thoughtful, personalized advice,” said Dennis Stearns, Founding Partner and Senior Wealth Advisor at SFG.
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“Joining HTSW allows us to build on the strong foundation we have created while positioning our business for the future,” said

Haleh Moddasser, Managing Partner and Senior Wealth Advisor at SFG.

“By streamlining our day-to-day operations, our team can work even more efficiently and spend more time focused on clients,”

added John Thomas, Managing Partner and Senior Wealth Advisor at SFG.

Following the addition, HTSW has approximately $40 billion in AUM*, more than 160 advisors, and more than 35 locations

nationwide. Hightower expects to announce additional HTSW acquisitions through the end of the year.

*As of June 30, 2026.

About Hightower

Hightower is a wealth management firm that provides investment, financial, and retirement planning services to individuals,

families, and institutions, as well as 401(k) consulting and cash management services to corporations. Through its community of

advisor businesses, Hightower offers sophisticated planning solutions and a robust platform designed to help clients achieve their

financial goals.

Headquartered in Chicago with offices nationwide, Hightower serves as a growth partner to independent-minded advisors seeking

to scale their practices, elevate the client experience, and access the benefits of a national brand. Learn more about Hightower’s

collaborative business model at http://www.hightoweradvisors.com.

Hightower Advisors, LLC is an SEC registered investment adviser. Registration as an investment advisor does not imply a certain

level of skill or training. Securities are offered through Hightower Securities, LLC, Member FINRA/SIPC.
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Hightower Advisors is a group comprised of investment professionals registered with Hightower Advisors, LLC, an SEC registered

investment adviser. Some investment professionals may also be registered with Hightower Securities, LLC (member FINRA and

SIPC). Advisory services are offered through Hightower Advisors, LLC. Securities are offered through Hightower Securities, LLC.

This is not an offer to buy or sell securities, nor should anything contained herein be construed as a recommendation or advice of

any kind. Consult with an appropriately credentialed professional before making any financial, investment, tax or legal decision. No

investment process is free of risk, and there is no guarantee that any investment process or investment opportunities will be

profitable or suitable for all investors. Past performance is neither indicative nor a guarantee of future results. You cannot invest

directly in an index.

These materials were created for informational purposes only; the opinions and positions stated are those of the author(s) and are

not necessarily the official opinion or position of Hightower Advisors, LLC or its affiliates (“Hightower”). Any examples used are for

illustrative purposes only and based on generic assumptions. All data or other information referenced is from sources believed to

be reliable but not independently verified. Information provided is as of the date referenced and is subject to change without

notice. Hightower assumes no liability for any action made or taken in reliance on or relating in any way to this information.

Hightower makes no representations or warranties, express or implied, as to the accuracy or completeness of the information, for

statements or errors or omissions, or results obtained from the use of this information. References to any person, organization, or

the inclusion of external hyperlinks does not constitute endorsement (or guarantee of accuracy or safety) by Hightower of any

such person, organization or linked website or the information, products or services contained therein.

Click here for definitions of and disclosures specific to commonly used terms.
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